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CARBON COUNTY NEWS

“Charity Chat is the result of the Red Lodge Area Community Foundation’s collaborative efforts to spotlight the
tremendous impact that nonprofits have in sharing resources to build a strong, vibrant, resilient and inclusive
community.”

Red Lodge Carnegie Library on track to go Solar
With our centennial year
approaching in 2020, the Red
Lodge Carnegie Library is looking
to the future and working to
install solar panels. This project,
called Library SunPower, will
allow the Library to install an
11.45 kilowatt solar array on the
south-facing roof of the nearly100-year-old building. The array
will offset 65% of the Library’s
electricity usage and save the City
an estimated $1,500 annually on
energy bills.
In November, the Library was
awarded $24,377 worth of funding from NorthWestern Energy,
which will cover 90% of the project cost. The Library is working to
fundraise the remaining 10%
matching funds, approximately
$3,000.
In 2018, the Library received
a $1,000 Community Grantmaking award from the Red Lodge
Area Community Foundation to
apply towards this total. And on
March 12, the Library hosted a
Pint Night at Red Lodge Ales and
received $900 in cash and check
donations.
If you are interested in supporting Library SunPower you can
donate at the Library or attend an
upcoming community outreach
event. On April 1st you can Dine
for Dollars at Pom Italian and 15%
of your meal cost will go towards
the solar panel installation. The
Library will also have a booth at
the Earth Day Block Party on April
27.
This project would not have
been possible without the hard
work of the City’s Sustainability
Coordinator, Kathryn Eklund. We
are grateful to the non-profits,
businesses, and individuals who
have supported the project with
letters of support, fundraising
opportunities, direct donations,
and encouragement. With the
continued support of our community and assuming the weather will cooperate, we should be
installing solar panels come midMay!

Kathryn Ecklund, left, gives out information at a Pint Night at Sam's Tap Room in March.

Absaroka-Beartooth
Wilderness Foundation
looking trail work help

Wildlife Sanctuary opening April 1

The A-B Wilderness Foundation is gearing up for another summer
working to repair our trails. We have a handful of single day projects, as
well as tons of multi-day projects all over the A-B! Head over to
abwilderness.org/projects to find out how you can volunteer with us
this summer!
Not into swinging a pick all day? Be a Trail Ambassador! Our Trail
Ambassadors hang out at trailheads, chatting with forest users and
passing out essentials like dog poop bags and trowels. We have
trainings that teach Leave No Trace and the Authority of the Resource
communication strategy in Red Lodge, Billings, East Rosebud, Gardiner,
Livingston, and Bozeman in April, May, and June.
Even though we’re sharpening our Pulaskis and dreaming of
s’mores, we’re still offering Wilderness themed education programs in
all of our A-B gateway communities. To presentations in high schools
on The Wilderness Act to games for middle schoolers about the
whitebark pine to hikes on the Custer Gallatin with elementary kids—
we’re happy to provide opportunities to connect kids with their public
lands! Contact Heather Briggs at heatherbrigg@gmail.com

Domestic and Sexual Violence Services to
recognize Sexual Assault Awareness Month
April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month, and
Domestic and Sexual Violence Services (DSVS) has a
variety of events planned in Red Lodge.
On Friday, April 5, 5-7 p.m., DSVS will co-host
the opening of an interactive art display at Honey’s
Café. The installation is aimed at raising awareness
about sexual assault while also providing visitors
with resources for building healthy relationships
and healing.
On Tuesday, April 9, starting at 5 p.m., DSVS is
hosting Pint Night at Red Lodge Ales. This laid-back
event will focus on hanging out and having fun with
our DSVS family (that’s you!) and the best part: $1
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from every beer sold goes to DSVS.
On Friday, April 26, DSVS will host its annual
Take Back the Night event. We’ll start at 6:30 p.m. at
the library and walk up Broadway to Honey’s Café
where we’ll create a safe space for survivors of
sexual violence to share their stories. If you feel led
to share, please come. If you’d rather remain
anonymous, a DSVS staff member would be happy
to read your story for you.
For more information about these events,
contact Anna Drew, DSVS Volunteer Manager and
Systems Coordinator, at 446-2296.

For local news, photos & events Log onto www.carboncountynews.com

Photo courtesy Yellowstone
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A stroll around the Yellowstone Wildlife Sanctuary affords an
opportunity to see over 20 species of wildlife native to our region. You
can meet Bob, the playful and charismatic bobcat. Our corvids may try
to impress you with a buffet of calls. Our raccoons, Meeka and Cooper,
may show you their sweeter sides as they lazily warm up in the
sunshine.
Admire our big girl Speedy the bison as she wallows in the dirt.
Part of our mission is to provide lifelong sanctuary to non-releasable
local wildlife. Each species has something different to offer.
Our residents are all animals unable to live a “normal” life in the
wild, whether it’s due to injuries, habituation, or being orphaned. Now
it is our job to make sure they are healthy, fed appropriately, and able
to live out the rest of their lives in peace.
We are able to achieve our mission because of our community
members who provide endless support. Food costs, enrichment items,
and habitat improvements are constantly on our minds for these
animals.
If they can’t fly, we provide ample perches for them to move
around their enclosure. If they are shy, we provide a retreat to hide
from curious eyes. There is always something for us to do and improve
here at the Sanctuary, and our wish list is a mile long.
The Sanctuary will be open to the public for our summer hours
come April 1. Go to our website, YellowstoneWildlifeSanctuary.org, or
find us on Facebook to keep up with the latest updates, events,
workshops, and volunteer opportunities. We hope to see you at the
Sanctuary, where wildlife sightings are guaranteed.

Thanks to HUB
International for
helping sponsor this
month's Charity Chat.
If you'd like to become
a sponsor of Charity
Chat in the future,
please reach out to
Stephen at the
Foundation at
stephenk@rlacf.org.

